
Communication Awards

May 22, 2026



Thank you to our 

judges!

15 Judges and Judging Groups

Representing:

• Academic Institutions

• PR and Communications 
Professional Organizations

• PR Agencies

• Hospital and Healthcare 
Communications



2026 Award Entries

🞆 Record-breaking 462 

Entries

🞆 42 Award Categories

🞆 Representing 20 Institutions



Advertising



Print 

Advertisement, 

Single

Silver: Dyersburg State 

Community College: 

Graduation Ad

No Bronze Award



Print Advertisement, 
Single

Gold: Nashville State Community College, Dickson 

Campus, Cougar Pride Football Program Ad



Radio 
Advertisement/PSA

No Bronze Award

Silver: Austin Peay State 

University, Govs 

Preview Day



Radio Advertisement/PSA

Gold: “That Changes Everything,” The University 

of Tennessee at Chattanooga 

h

https://s3-ap-southeast-1.amazonaws.com/uploads.judgify.me/uploads/291682/14289_33acc86db9324da554d8bb5388bbe052_1774895503353.mp3
https://s3-ap-southeast-1.amazonaws.com/uploads.judgify.me/uploads/291682/14289_33acc86db9324da554d8bb5388bbe052_1774895503353.mp3


Video Advertisement, 
PSA

Silver: Tennessee Tech, 

“Wings Up”

Bronze: Middle 

Tennessee State 

University, “See 

What’s Possible”



Video Advertisement, PSA

Memphis is Everything | 

University of Memphis - Rooted in 
Memphis. Built for the World

Gold: The University of 

Memphis

https://youtu.be/LUi4_GNp7PA?si=9VIAHtwy6eOUkMUy
https://youtu.be/LUi4_GNp7PA?si=9VIAHtwy6eOUkMUy
https://youtu.be/LUi4_GNp7PA?si=9VIAHtwy6eOUkMUy
https://youtu.be/LUi4_GNp7PA?si=9VIAHtwy6eOUkMUy
https://youtu.be/LUi4_GNp7PA?si=9VIAHtwy6eOUkMUy


Banners/Outdoor 
Media

Bronze: Johnson 
University: On-Campus 
Pole Banners

Silver: East Tennessee 
State University: Walnut 
Street Banners



Banners/Outdoor Media

Gold: Austin Peay State University: College-to-

Career Billboards 



Specialty Item

Bronze: Tennessee Tech 

Department of Computer 

Science Challenge Coin

Silver: Tennessee Tech: 

Wilmore Way T-shirt



Specialty Item

Gold: MTSU Blue Raider Beer Garden Stickers



Digital Ad, 
Single

Bronze: UT Chattanooga: 

“VISIT CAROUSEL”

Silver: ETSU: “Speaking the 

Language: Digital 

Outreach to Active -Duty 

Students”



Digital Ad, Single

Gold: UT Health 

Science Center “Flu 

Fighters” 



Digital Ad, 
Series

Bronze: Nashville State 
Community College: 
“Why Nashville State?”

Silver: Austin Peay: “Be a 
Gov! Tour Roadshow 
Campaign”



Digital Ad, Series

🞆 Gold: MTSU: “One Day 

You’ll Get the 

Opportunity to Transfer to 

MTSU”



Electronic & Digital Media



Newsletter, Electronic Silver: Austin Peay: 
Engineering Technology 

Newsletter

Bronze: Lipscomb 
University: Spark Report



Newsletter, 
Electronic

Gold: 

ETSU: Flagship of 

Appalachia



Social Media 
Post

Bronze: UT Chattanooga: “For 
Good: Wicked Inspired 
Friendships”

Silver: UT Chattanooga: “Fall 
Starts Here”



Social 
Media Post

Gold: ETSU: 

“Capture the 

Moment” https://www.instagram.com/p/DUq-LTbiXiV/?img_index=1

https://www.instagram.com/p/DUq-LTbiXiV/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/DUq-LTbiXiV/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/DUq-LTbiXiV/?img_index=1


Bronze: TBR: “Fueling our Future”

Silver: MTSU: “Jellycats as Majors”

Social 
Media 

Campaign



Social Media Campaign

Gold: Tennessee Tech: 
“Alumni Day in the Life” 
TikTok campaign 

www.tiktok.com/t/ZThgctNMc/

http://www.tiktok.com/t/ZThgctNMc/
http://www.tiktok.com/t/ZThgctNMc/
http://www.tiktok.com/t/ZThgctNMc/


University 
Website, 

Overall

Silver: MTSU: Homepage 
Redesign

https://www.mtsu.edu/

No Bronze Award

https://www.mtsu.edu/


University Website, Overall
Gold: UT System: UT System Website Redesign

https://tennessee.edu/

Screenshot 2026-05-15 at 10.35.41 AM.png

https://tennessee.edu/
https://tennessee.edu/


University-Related 
Webpage or Site

Bronze: Austin Peay: 
Military and Veterans 
Affairs Website Section 
Revamp

Silver: TBR: “Building 
Tomorrow’s College” 
Strategic Plan Website



University-Related Webpage or Site

Gold: UT Knoxville: UT Turfgrass Website 
https://www.utk.edu/turfgrass/

Screenshot 2026-05-14 at 3.52.37 PM.png

https://www.utk.edu/turfgrass/
https://www.utk.edu/turfgrass/


Radio/TV Show or Newscast

No Silver or Bronze Awards 



Radio/TV Show or Newscast

Gold: MTSU: “Joys of the Season/Out of the Blue 
Special Edition – December 2025”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u2o4pndufhk

Screenshot 2026-05-14 at 4.07.38 PM.png

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u2o4pndufhk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u2o4pndufhk


College 
Promotional 

Video

Bronze: ETSU: College of 
Public Health Brand 
Video

Silver: ETSU: “Hurricane 
Helene: One Year Later”



College 
Promotional 

Video

Gold: Maryville 

College: 

“Outcomes Video”

hhttps://youtu.be/hjcfVJm6Pec?si=TZcXSIypXBXkBdMN

https://youtu.be/hjcfVJm6Pe

c?si=TZcXSIypXBXkBdMN

Screenshot 2026-05-14 at 4.19.31 PM.png

https://youtu.be/hjcfVJm6Pec?si=TZcXSIypXBXkBdMN
https://youtu.be/hjcfVJm6Pec?si=TZcXSIypXBXkBdMN
https://youtu.be/hjcfVJm6Pec?si=TZcXSIypXBXkBdMN


News/Feature 

Video (Over 5 

Minutes)

Bronze: ETSU: “Nurse 
Empathy Heals” 
Documentary

Silver: ETSU: Holiday 
Video: “Can Becky Stay 
on Santa’s Nice List”



News/Feature 

Video (Over 5 

minutes)

Gold: “The ETSU 
Marching Bucs: A 
Comeback Story”

Screenshot 2026-05-14 at 4.36.55 PM.png

https://youtu.be/qkxog9zUxgA?

si=3BSLmCGqAlGuSEiO

https://youtu.be/qkxog9zUxgA?si=3BSLmCGqAlGuSEiO
https://youtu.be/qkxog9zUxgA?si=3BSLmCGqAlGuSEiO
https://youtu.be/qkxog9zUxgA?si=3BSLmCGqAlGuSEiO


Social Media 

Video (Under 3 

min)
Bronze: UT Knoxville: Turfgrass 
Research: FIFA World Cup 26 
Campaign Teaser

Silver: MTSU: Clue: On 
Stage by MTSU Theatre



Social Media Video (Under 3 Min)

Gold: UT Health 

Sciences: 

UTHSC in the 

Community

Screenshot 2026-05-15 at 11.38.04 AM.png

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:ugcPost:74353

84052469239808/

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:ugcPost:7435384052469239808/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:ugcPost:7435384052469239808/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:ugcPost:7435384052469239808/


Podcast
Silver: Tennessee Tech: 
“College Town Talk”

Bronze: MTSU: “Out of 
the Blue” 



Podcast

Gold: MTSU: “Research 

Minute” 

https://open.spotify.com/show/69BcSHOSKaIfDfIoLrll1i?si=ee19306f

7c9d4558

https://open.spotify.com/show/69BcSHOSKaIfDfIoLrll1i?si=ee19306f7c9d4558
https://open.spotify.com/show/69BcSHOSKaIfDfIoLrll1i?si=ee19306f7c9d4558


Publications



Newsletter, Printed
Silver: MTSU President’s 

Newsletter

(No Bronze Award)



Newsletter, 

Printed

Gold: UT System: For 

Your Benefit (Spring 

and Fall 2025 Issues



College/Alumni 
Magazine, Printed

Bronze: UT System: Our 

Tennessee Magazine

Silver: University of 

Memphis Magazine: Tiger 

Traditions



College/Alumni 
Magazine, Printed

Gold: UT Knoxville: 

Torchbearer Magazine



Reports, Printed

Bronze: Lipscomb University: 

Lipscomb University 

President’s Report

Silver: UT Health Sciences: 

“Realizing our Vision: 2024-25 

Annual Report”



Reports, Printed

Gold: UT System: 2025 UT 

System Annual Report 



College Viewbook

Bronze: Austin Peay: 
Governors Orientation 
Guide

Silver: Austin Peay: 
Roadpiece Recruitment 
Book



College 
Viewbook

Gold: MTSU: MTSU 

Discover Viewbook 

2025-2026



Special Publication Silver: Tennessee Tech: 
Campus Visitor Guide

Bronze: Austin Peay: 
Monocle Society 

Membership Guide



Special Publication

Gold: UT Chattanooga: 2025-2026 Strategic 

Plan Campaign



Bronze: Tennessee Tech: 
Majors List Handout

Silver: UT Institute of 
Agriculture: University of 
Tennessee Institute of 
Agriculture Brochure

Brochure/Flier



Brochure/Flier

Gold: TBR: Financial Aid 

Brochure



Poster

Bronze: Austin Peay: 
Military & Veterans Affairs 
Poster

Silver: UT Martin: UT  
Martin 125th Celebration 

Print



Poster

Gold: Maryville 

College: Witherspoon 

Lecture Series



Postcard/Invitation

Bronze:

Silver:

MTSU: MTSU Post Office Passport Services 
Kiss Cut Stickers

UT Institute for Agriculture: 2026 UT Gardens 

Gala Invitation



Postcard/

Invitation

Gold: Tennessee 

Tech

“SOAR Invitation”



Spot 
Photography

Bronze: UT Health Sciences: 
“Gift of Sight”

Silver: UT Knoxville: 
“Graduation Up in the 
Air”



Spot 
Photography

Gold: UT Knoxville: 

“Graduation Hug”



Feature 
Photography

Bronze: UT Institute of 
Agriculture: Hopyard 
Class Experiential 
Learning

Silver: UT Chattanooga; 
“Caving”



Feature 
Photography

Gold: UT Institute for 
Agriculture: Precision 
Cattle Research with 
Kevin Thompson



Sports 
Photography

Bronze: UT Martin: “Skyhawks 
‘Rein’ Supreme”

Silver: Belmont University: 

“Messy and Meaningful”



Sports 
Photography

Gold: UT Chattanooga: 
“Basketball Win”



Social Media 
Photography

Bronze: Austin Peay: Happeay 
Holidays Showcase (two 
musicians)

Silver: Austin Peay: Waka 
Flocka Performs at APSU



Social Media 
Photography

Gold: UT Chattanooga: 
Power C Across the 
Alps 



Illustration

Bronze: UT Institute of 
Agriculture: Land Life & 
Science Cover - Fall 2025

Silver: Austin Peay: “It All 
Starts at Austin Peay”



Illustration

Gold: University of 

Memphis: Memphis 

Skyline



Low-Budget 
Publication

Bronze: TBR: TBR Quick 
Facts

Silver: Tennessee Tech: 
Majors Cards



Low-Budget 
Publication

Gold: UT Institute of 

Agriculture: “Cultivate” 

Winter/Spring 2026



Logo/Graphic 
Identity

Bronze: Columbia State 
Community College: 
“Charge”

Silver: Austin Peay: “Hugs 
from Home”



Logo/Graphic 
Identity

Gold: Johnson University: “MORE” JU Musical 

Production on First Female President Emma Johnson

1.
100 Years Logos in Use

2.

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/0qaukk6i089a02nyrhbna/AI48vxzEM7DDmE53OM7QtMA/100%20Years%20Logos%20in%20Use?rlkey=pno7s3bby9nj815g7ns80vj5x&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/0qaukk6i089a02nyrhbna/AI48vxzEM7DDmE53OM7QtMA/100%20Years%20Logos%20in%20Use?rlkey=pno7s3bby9nj815g7ns80vj5x&dl=0


Public Relations/Media Relations



Media Relations 
Campaign

Bronze: Austin Peay State 

University: “Military 

Affiliated Support”

Silver: UT System: State of 

UT/Grand Challenges 

Summit



Media Relations Campaign

Gold: UT Chattanooga: “You 

Are Only New Once -

Introducing UTC Chancellor 

Lori Mann Bruce to the 

Chattanooga Community”



Special Event, 
7 Days or Less

Bronze: Austin Peay: Veterans 

Week 2025

Silver: UT Knoxville: Ag Day 

College Road Show



Special Event, 7 Days or Less

🞆 Gold: ETSU: “Forever ETSU”



Special 
Event, More 

Than 7 Days

Silver: Austin Peay: 
College of STEM Science 
on Tap

Bronze: Tennessee 
Tech: Week of 
Welcome Coverage



Special Event,
More Than 7 Days

Gold: UT Martin: UT Martin 

125th Celebration
www.apsu.edu/tour



Crisis 
Communication 
Campaign

Silver: Austin Peay: 

APSU’s Response to the 

Government Shutdown 

Bronze: “UTC: Swift, 
Transparent and United”: 
UTC’s Response to the 
August 21, 2025 Active 
Shooter Hoax

(No Gold Award)



Writing



News Writing

Bronze: Austin Peay: “In Our Arum 
Era: Austin Peay’s Corpse Flowers 
Reunite After Historic Bloom Cycle”

Silver: ETSU: “ETSU Award Winner 
Reveals 5-Million-Year-Old Rhino 
Mystery”



News Writing

🞆 Gold: MTSU: “MTSU 

Physician Assistant 

Students Get Crash Course 

in Crisis Through Mock 

Mass Casualty”
https://mtsunews.com/physician-assistant-mock-

mass-casualty/

https://mtsunews.com/physician-assistant-mock-mass-casualty/
https://mtsunews.com/physician-assistant-mock-mass-casualty/
https://mtsunews.com/physician-assistant-mock-mass-casualty/
https://mtsunews.com/physician-assistant-mock-mass-casualty/
https://mtsunews.com/physician-assistant-mock-mass-casualty/
https://mtsunews.com/physician-assistant-mock-mass-casualty/
https://mtsunews.com/physician-assistant-mock-mass-casualty/
https://mtsunews.com/physician-assistant-mock-mass-casualty/
https://mtsunews.com/physician-assistant-mock-mass-casualty/
https://mtsunews.com/physician-assistant-mock-mass-casualty/
https://mtsunews.com/physician-assistant-mock-mass-casualty/
https://mtsunews.com/physician-assistant-mock-mass-casualty/
https://mtsunews.com/physician-assistant-mock-mass-casualty/


Feature Writing

Bronze: UT Institute of 
Agriculture: “Helping a Region 
Overcome Hurricane Helene 
Devastation”

Silver: UT Knoxville: “Pitch 
Perfect Protection” 



Feature Writing

Gold: UT Knoxville: 

“Lessons with Smokey”
https://torchbearer.utk.edu/2025/05/lessons-with-

smokey/

https://torchbearer.utk.edu/2025/05/lessons-with-smokey/
https://torchbearer.utk.edu/2025/05/lessons-with-smokey/
https://torchbearer.utk.edu/2025/05/lessons-with-smokey/
https://torchbearer.utk.edu/2025/05/lessons-with-smokey/
https://torchbearer.utk.edu/2025/05/lessons-with-smokey/


Speech/First 
Person Writing

Silver: UT Knoxville: 
“Chancellor’s Flagship 
Address”

Bronze: Tennessee Tech: 
President Phil Oldham and 
Amy New



Speech/First Person Writing

Gold: Austin Peay: 
“Encourage Men to Move 
Toward What They Love, Not 
Just What’s Expected of Us” 

https://www.yahoo.com/news/encourage-men-

move-toward-love-110029039.html

https://www.yahoo.com/news/encourage-men-move-toward-love-110029039.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/encourage-men-move-toward-love-110029039.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/encourage-men-move-toward-love-110029039.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/encourage-men-move-toward-love-110029039.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/encourage-men-move-toward-love-110029039.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/encourage-men-move-toward-love-110029039.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/encourage-men-move-toward-love-110029039.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/encourage-men-move-toward-love-110029039.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/encourage-men-move-toward-love-110029039.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/encourage-men-move-toward-love-110029039.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/encourage-men-move-toward-love-110029039.html


Overall Promotional Campaign



Overall 
Promotional 

Campaign

Bronze: MTSU: “See 
What’s Possible”

Silver: Austin Peay: Govs 
Preview Day



Overall Promotional Campaign

Gold: ETSU: A Campaign to Support the 2025 
Documentary: “The ETSU Marching Bucks: A Comeback 
Story”

Screenshot 2026-05-14 at 4.58.23 PM.png

https://www.nbcnews.com/nightly-news/video/college-band-will-perform-at-macy-s-

thanksgiving-day-parade-225552453632

https://www.nbcnews.com/nightly-news/video/college-band-will-perform-at-macy-s-thanksgiving-day-parade-225552453632
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BEST IN SHOW
Nominees:

MTSU: College Viewbook

The UT System: Website

UT Institute for Agriculture: The Precision Cattle Research photograph

UTC: You are Only New Once media relations campaign

The ETSU Marching Band Comeback media campaign 

UT System: The For Your Benefit Newsletters



BEST IN SHOW
ETSU: A Campaign to 

Support the 2025 

Documentary: “The ETSU 

Marching Bucks: A 

Comeback Story”

Judge’s Comments: "I thought the amount of planning 

and forethought into capturing it all, especially with the 

parade, was very well done. I even teared up at a 

couple of moments! "

Screenshot 2026-05-14 at 4.58.23 PM.png

https://www.nbcnews.com/nightly-news/video/college-

band-will-perform-at-macy-s-thanksgiving-day-parade-
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